[Abdominal compartment syndrome].
Abdominal compartment syndrome (ACS) is characterized by a persistent pathologic increase in intra-abdominal pressure (IAP) exceeding 20 mmHg with consecutive dysfunction of multiple organ systems. The main causes of ACS are abdominal trauma, obstruction, infection, and sepsis, but it may also be initiated by extra-abdominal diseases. The gold standard for diagnosis is repeated assessment of the IAP measurements of bladder pressure. The incidence of ACS is up to 15% in operative ICUs and the therapy of choice for it is decompressive laparotomy. Nevertheless, mortality is high, up to 60%.